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THE RESURRECTIC

WATCHTOWER-STYLE

I o \\/tchtower Bible and Tract Society (WTBTS)*
Icalls itself a Christian organization, yet they deny almost
all of the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith.
They deny the Trin-
ity, the Deity of
Christ, the existence
of Hell, the biblical
truth that the soul of
man survives death,
and so on. They say
they believe in the
veracity of the Bible,
but only truly accept
it as “interpreted” and
“fixed” by the leadership
in Brooklyn, New York.
They claim to believe in the
God of the Bible, yet the WT-
BTS “Jehovah” is a small, limited
god who does not even know the fu-
turet, and only can be in one place
at a time. They believe in a Jesus,
but their “Jesus” is only a man who
somehow used to be Michael the
archangel in a former life and who
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By Joy Veinot
still in your sins. Then those also that have fallen asleep
in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in
Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.” (1 Corin-
thians 15:13-14 & 17-19, NIV)

If the physical Resurrection of Jesus Christ is not true, we
might as well hang it up—our faith is in vain! Any religious
figure in history could be said to have been “resurrected”

in some spiritual sense; only Christianity has the empty
tomb! Yet, | would venture to
say that many, if not most, Chris-
tians cannot properly defend the
biblical Doctrine of the Resur-
rection, (or, sadly, many other
foundational doctrines of our
faith), which makes them easy
marks for the Jehovah’s Witness
(JW)** who comes to their door.
The JW merely takes him or her
on a “guided tour” of the Bible,
twisting the Scriptures having to
do with the Resurrection, while
ridiculing the Christian explana-
tion of the doctrine. At base, the
WTBTS has trained the JW to see
his or her own religion as being

RE-CREATE

never came out of his tomb, but
who supposedly was re-created as
a mighty spirit creature—yes, Michael the archangel again! The
WTBTS claims Jesus—the one who died for you and me—is
forever dead and gone. They deny the Resurrection of the dead;
yet, they claim to believe in it. This denial alone places them
outside of the realm of true Christianity.

Resurrection a Foundational Truth
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even
Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless and so is your faith ... And if
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are

rationally sensible, and has been
taught that Christian doctrine is
illogical and based on pagan ideas. “How is it possible,” they
will ask, “that the fleshly body of an individual who died cen-
turies ago and has largely disintegrated, be raised? There is no
body left to raise!”

But, of course, the WTBTS has kept their membership so
busy teaching them how illogical and superstitious the WTBTS
considers Christian beliefs, and Christians are so busy “playing
defense” in any encounter with them, that neither one may have
given any thought as to whether the WTBTS’s view of the Resur-
rection is logical or reasonable. It is high time for Christians to
turn the tables on the WTBTS and “play offense” for a change:

—Continued on page 2
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“Resurrection” Continued from page 1
Does the WTBTS’s view of the Resurrection make any rational sense? In a word—NO. J

What is the true Christian teaching on the Resurrection?

The WTBTS claims to believe in the Christian Doctrine of the Resurrection; but
through sleight-of-hand and redefinition, they actually believe in something altogether
different as well as patently illogical. Before we get into a discussion of the WTBTS’s
teaching on the subject, we need to identify the biblical view of the Resurrection.

Resurrection is the raising of the physical body [Gr. anastasis=a standing up again
(Strong’s)]. If the individual’s body does not come out of its grave, he has not been res-
urrected; it is as simple as that. We can learn two things from the words of Jesus in
John 2:18-22:

Then the Jews demanded of Him, ‘What miraculous sign can you show us to
prove your authority to do all of this?” Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple,
and | will raise it again in three days.” The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six
years to build this temple and you are going to raise it in three days?’ But the
temple He had spoken of was His body. After He was raised from the dead, his
disciples recalled what He had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the
words that Jesus had spoken. (NIV)

What did Jesus say He was going to raise? His BODY! His fleshly, physical body!
Who did Jesus say was going to raise His body? Jesus, Himself! This is important not only
from the standpoint of proving Christ’s Deity (only God can raise the dead), but to show
that Jesus did not go out of existence at the point of His death! He certainly had to exist in
order to raise Himself from the dead. Non-existent beings can’t even tie their shoes, much
less raise the dead ... last time | checked.

Paul’s Teaching on the Resurrection

The most in-depth teaching on the Resurrection is found in the 15th chapter of 1 Cor-
inthians, where Paul was refuting the heretics of his day who were denying the resurrec-
tion of the body. The question at issue:

But someone may ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will
they come?’ (1 Corinthians 15:35, NIV)

Ironically, the WTBTS cynically poses the very same skeptical question today:

... what body does he give them? It could not be the same body, of exactly
the same atoms. If a man dies and is buried by the process of decay his body
is reconverted in to organic chemicals that are absorbed by vegetation. Per-
sons may eat that vegetation. The elements, the atoms of that original person,
now are in many persons. In the resurrection it is obvious that the same atoms
cannot be in the original person and in all the others at the same time.2

With this question, the WTBTS reveals their disbelieving skepticism of what the
Bible clearly teaches, and employs a straw-man argument,*** as though orthodox Chris-
tian belief demands that every atom of the original body be included in the new resurrec-
tion body. The Apostle Paul exclaims that this type of skeptical questioning is foolish and
explains:

When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps
of wheat or something else. But God gives it a body as He has determined, and to
each kind of seed He gives its own body. (1 Corinthians 15:37, NIV)

In 1 Corinthians 5:36-38, the Apostle Paul likens the body to a seed, which at death is
planted into the ground. Ask yourself: When a peach falls to the ground and is “planted,”
what happens to it? It rots and is dissolved and goes its way—perhaps, eaten by animals,
worms, or the like. Does that eating or dissolving prevent its “resurrection” as a peach
tree? Not at all! One little part of the peach—its seed—is the only necessary bridge to the
new life to come. We don’t care what happens to the original peach that was sown, do we?
Of course, not! We don’t expect that peach miraculously to be put back together—patched
up and reassembled—to jump out of the ground as a peach. Just a fractional speck within
is transformed into the/its resurrection “body”—the tree. And God does not re-create the
new peach tree out of nothing does He? No, there is physical continuity with the seed that
was planted. The new life springs out of it. We would never plant a seed here in Illinois
and expect the new plant to come up in China out of nothing!
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That is the whole point of planting any seed; it becomes the new plant! And so it is with
the resurrected human body. We don’t expect the entire old human body—every original
atom—to be reassembled and pop out of the grave; yet, that body will be raised! Daniel
12:2 says:

Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting
life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. (NI1V)

What *“dust” are these people sleeping in? At least in part, the dust of their own mortal
bodies! Yet, something of that mortal body—which Paul likens to a “seed”—shall be trans-
formed into the glorious resurrection body for the redeemed or a vessel of contempt for the
unbeliever. The name of the game is transformation, never re-creation.

Resurrection vs. Re-creation
The WTBTS denies any continuity between the old body and the new and, in fact,
teaches re-creation rather than Resurrection.

Hence, according to God’s will for the creature, in a resurrection one is re-
stored or re-created in either a human or a spirit body and yet retains his per-
sonal identity by the setting in motion again of the distinctive life-pattern of that
individual.®

Is there a difference between Resurrection and re-creation? Well, if | copy a painted
masterpiece of Picasso—thus re-creating it, will it be the same entity as the original? NO.
Even if the copy is very accurate in every detail, the copy will never be the original!

Back to 1 Corinthians 15
Let’s go back to Paul’s words since the Apostle Paul, not the WTBTS, is the certified
teacher on the Resurrection.

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perish-
able, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown
in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual
body. (1 Corinthians 15:42-44, N1V, underlining for our emphasis)

Just to make sure we keep our eye on the pea, what is the “it” that Paul refers to? IT
is the physical body. Yet, as usual, the WTBTS chooses to fudge the issue by grasping at
the term “spiritual body.” They use this phrase to make their related argument that the new
body (at least if you are one of the 144,000 elite JWSs) is not a physical body, but it is an
incorporeal one—a “spirit creature.”

Incorporeal means there is no material form or substance. While a “spirit” is incorpo-
real—non-material, the term “spiritual” in the Bible indicates something that is sustained
or controlled by the non-material Spirit of God. The term *“spiritual” does not mean that
the subject is incorporeal. The same Apostle Paul, who wrote 1 Corinthians 15, also wrote
1 Corinthians 10:3-4:

They [the Israelites] all ate the same spiritual food and drank from the same
spiritual drink; for they drank from the same spiritual rock that accompanied
them, and that rock was Christ.” (1 Corinthians 10:3-4, NI1V)

Were the food, drink, and rock of the Israelites incorporeal? No, Moses struck a physi-
cal rock which bought forth physical water (Exodus 17:5). The food was physical as well
(Exodus 16:4,14), or they would not have been very well nourished.

To take another example: Christians are spiritual people because of our relationship to
the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9), but we most certainly are corporeal beings. At least | am.
Aren’t you?

The Resurrected Body of Jesus

As already stated, the WTBTS teaches that the elite 144,000 JWs will be “resurrected”
(really re-created) as “spirit creatures” and go to Heaven to rule over the earth with Christ.
The so-called “great crowd”—the second-class JWSs, which comprise the majority of the
group—never get to go to Heaven to be with Jesus; but they are given newly created,
physical bodies to live in on this earth—forever inferior and subservient to their elite first-
class brethren who make up the WTBTS’s so-called “faithful and discreet slave.” But the
Bible teaches the bodies of all of the redeemed—uwith no class distinction—will be like
Jesus’ glorified body. So we must take a look at Jesus’ body after His Resurrection: Was

—Continued on page 4
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“Resurrection” Continued from page 3
He merely an incorporeal spirit? Let’s look at a very eye-opening
Scripture in Luke 24, where Jesus appeared to His disciples:

He Himself stood in their midst. But they were star-
tled and frightened and thought they were seeing a spirit.
And He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and feet, that
it is I Myself; touch me and see, for a spirit does not have
flesh and bones and you see that | have.” (Luke 24:36-39,
NASB)

When Jesus appeared to His disciples in Luke chapter 24,
they misperceived that He was a spirit creature, which is ex-
actly the teaching of the Watchtower Society. But rather than
compliment them for their great spiritual insight, He rebukes
that thought by asking them: “... why do doubts arise in your
hearts?” To doubt the physicality of Jesus’ Resurrection body is
to doubt the Resurrection itself!

When He had said this, He showed them His hands
and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of
joy and amazement, He asked them, “Do you have any-
thing here to eat?” They gave Him a piece of broiled fish
and He took it and ate it in their

he knew that Jesus had fulfilled His promise, given back in John
2:19-22, to raise His body up after three days. Thomas also re-
alized that this raising identifies Jesus as ... no mere man, no
angelic being ... but the Lord God Almighty! “My Lord and my
God!”” Thomas exclaimed [John 20:28, Gr.= ho kurios mou, kai
ho theos mou=the Lord of me and the God of me]. Jesus’ Resur-
rection and His Deity are tied together in Scripture. The WTBTS
denies both, so how do they explain away these passages?

Jesus the Deceiver?

Incredibly, the WTS admits that Jesus did appear in corpo-
real bodies, such as in Luke chapter 24 and John 20, but asserts
that He manufactured these bodies for these occasions, at times
complete with wounds, but only so His disciples would think He
had been bodily resurrected!

However, for 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus
appeared to his disciples on different occasions in
various fleshly bodies, just as angels had appeared to
men of ancient times. Like those angels, he had the
power to construct and disintegrate those fleshly bod-
ies at will, for the purpose of proving visibly that he
had been resurrected.®

presence. (Luke 24:40-43, NIV)
Why did Jesus eat something?
Again, to show His disciples that He was
not a spirit! Spirits do not eat!

What did “doubting Thom-

as” doubt?

We have all heard of “doubting
Thomas.” What did doubting Thomas
doubt? He doubted that Jesus had, in-
deed, risen from the dead since he had
not been present when Jesus formerly
appeared to the other disciples.

...Unless I see the nail marks
in His hands and put my finger

skin covering?

Okay, so Jesus wanted the dis-
cples to think he possessed 3
physical body, even though He
really did not! Gn you perceive
the wolf peering out of the sheep-

And so with Jesus’ remarks to his
disciples as recorded at Luke 24:37-
43. He did not endeavor to explain that
he had been resurrected a spirit crea-
ture and had now materialized for their
benefit.6

Hence also he assured them, to
allay their fears, that what they saw
was not a spirit. He at that time was
a spirit, but they did not see him, but
merely the body of flesh which veiled
yet represented him; and which, as he
intended, helped their imperfect faith
and knowledge to grasp the important
lesson that he was no longer dead but
alive for evermore.”

Okay, so Jesus wanted the disciples to

where the nails were, and put my
hand into His side, I will not believe it. A week later his
disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them ... then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here; see My hands. Reach out your hand and put
it into My side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said
to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!” ( John 20:25-28, NIV)
The fact of the physical Resurrection is very plainly taught
in the New Testament. When Thomas doubted the Resurrection,
what proof did he demand before he would believe? He wanted
to see the wounds in the physical body of Jesus! Spirits don’t
have scars or wounds. Bodies have wounds. He wanted to touch
the body which had those wounds to verify that Jesus had been
raised. And we can be thankful today that Thomas reacted as he
did, because proof of the bodily Resurrection is just exactly what
he and we got. Jesus did not rebuke Thomas, but offered His
body with its wounds as proof so Thomas “would stop doubting
and believe.” If He was merely a spirit, would He have done
this? Was He trying to deceive Thomas? And us? After this en-
counter, Thomas no longer doubted that his Lord was raised; and

think he possessed a physical body, even
though He really did not! Can you perceive the wolf peering out
of the sheepskin covering? The above statements are breathtak-
ingly devious! Would Jesus have deceived his disciples in this
way? Would it have been right if he had? (cf. Proverbs 12:22)

“We Cannot So View The Matter”

Why does the WTBTS go to such lengths to deny the physi-
cality of Jesus’ Resurrection body? It really is simple: Every-
thing has to be manipulated to fit their preconceived belief sys-
tem. The founder of the Watchtower, Charles Taze Russell, said
as far back as 1908:

‘But he spake of the temple of his body.” The dis-
ciples evidently got the thought that he referred to his
fleshly body as the Temple of God, and supposed that
our Lord’s prediction was fulfilled three days after his
crucifixion. But we cannot so view the matter.?

The WTBTS actually thinks it knows better than the dis-
ciples who were there on the scene and were taught by Jesus,
Himself! What a telling statement about the counterfeit nature of
this organization.

Page 4
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Defining Our Terms

In Christian terms, a person has a body and an inner being—
called a soul or spirit. When a Christian’s body dies, his spirit
lives on and passes immediately into the presence of Christ. As
Paul states:

Therefore we are always confident and know that as
long as we are at home in the body we are away from the
Lord ... we are confident, | say, and would prefer to be
away from the body and at home with the Lord. (2 Corin-
thians 5:6&8, NIV)

I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by
far, but it is more necessary for you that | remain in the
body. (Philippians 1:23-24, NIV)

Note that Paul is not his body, but lives in his body. Some-
day “he” will leave his body and go to be with Christ as will all
who have been born again through faith in Him, and who die
before Christ returns. But this is not the end of the story, nor
is it the final state of a Christian to be a disembodied spirit in
Heaven. In fact, we will not be completely whole again until
the resurrection, where our spirits will be united with our new
resurrection body.

The Christian Hope for the Dear Departed

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about
those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men,
who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose
again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus
those who have fallen asleep in Him. (1 Thessalonians
4:13-14 NIV)

When Christ returns, He will bring with Him the spirits of
those Christians who formerly have died, and at that time, their
bodies will rise and unite with their spirits. Then any Christians
who are alive on earth will be changed and receive their new
bodies as well.

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven,
with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. (1 Thessalonians 4:16, NIV)

When the “dead in Christ” return with Jesus, what will rise
to meet them? Their bodies!

Recap of Christian teaching: The dead in Christ do not go
out of existence! Their souls exist in Heaven with Christ until
they receive back their glorified bodies in the Resurrection.

The Watchtower’s Definition of Soul

The WTBTS denies the Bible teaching that man has an inner
soul or spirit that separates from the body and goes to be with
Christ when he dies; rather, they teach that man is a soul.

So it is with a human being. There is a body and a
life-principle (or life-force), the union of which makes
the soul.®

Remember that the sentient creature or soul was
produced by the union of the breath of life (life-force)
with the earthly organism.*

To recap WTBTS doctrine: A soul is the union or combina-
tion of a body and an animating force—the spirit, which they
refer to as the “life-force.” According to WTBTS teaching, does
the soul survive death? No.

Yet someone may ask: Don’t humans have an im-

—Continued on page 6

Who Raised Jesus From
The Dead?

Compiled by Corkey McGehee

(All Scripture quotations are from the WTBTS New World
Translation of the Bible.)

When, though, he was raised up from the dead, his dis-
ciples called to mind that he used to say this, and they
believed the Scripture and the saying that Jesus said.
(John 2:22)

God raised Jesus:

Acts 2:32 This Jesus God resurrected, of which fact we
are all witnesses.

Acts 13:30 But God raised him up from the dead.
The Father raised Jesus:

Romans 6:40 Therefore, we were buried with him
through our baptism into his death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised up from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we also should likewise walk in a newness of
life.

Ephesians 1:17-20 and what the surpassing greatness of
his power is toward us believers. It is according to the
operation of the mightiness of his strength, with which he
has operated in the case of the Christ when he raised him
up from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places.

The Son raised Himself:

John 2:19-21 In answer Jesus said to them: “Break down
this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” There-
fore the Jews said: “This temple was built in 46 years,
and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was talk-
ing about the temple of his body.

John 10:17-18 This is why the Father loves me, because
I surrender my soul, in order that | may receive it again.
No man has taken it away from me, but I surrender it of
my own initiative. | have authority to surrender it, and |
have authority to receive it again ...

The Holy Spirit raised Jesus:

Romans 1:4 but who with power was declared God’s Son
according to the spirit of holiness by means of resurrec-
tion from the dead — yes, Jesus Christ our Lord,

Fall 2006

M.C.O.I Journal Page 5




“Resurrection” Continued from page 5
mortal soul that survives death? Many have taught
this, even saying that death is a doorway to another
life. But that idea does not come from the Bible. Rather,
God’s Word teaches that you are a soul, that your soul
is really you, with all your physical and mental quali-
ties.t
Adam ceased to be “a breather,” or a soul, and went
back to the lifeless dust from which he had been taken
... No part of him lived on. He went completely into
non-existence.!?
Again, the WTBTS teaches a man is a soul; so, of course,
the soul dies when he does. Even Jesus suffered this same fate:
Jesus was dead, he was unconscious, out of exis-
tence. Death did not mean a transition to another life
for Jesus; rather non-existence.®®
The fact they teach that there is no soul—no “inner man”
that survives death—gives them a major resurrection “problem”
as we shall demonstrate. The spirit, which they refer to as the
“life force,” is not at all like the Christian view of the spirit of
man. It is merely an impersonal force.
The spirit is much like electricity, which activates
many things but does not take on their qualities.**
Thus the spirit could not have personality but must
be an impersonal force.®
According to the WTBTS, the “life-force” is similar to elec-
tricity, which merely animates the body. It takes on none of the
characteristics of the person it animates, just as electricity does
not take on any characteristics of the appliances it empowers.
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The False Hope of the Dead JW:

Watchtower “Resurrection”
According to the WTBTS’s apologetics volume, Reasoning
From the Scriptures:

Resurrection involves a reactivating of the life pat-
tern of the individual, which life pattern God has re-
tained in his memory. According to God’s will for the
individual, the person is restored in either a human
or a spirit body and yet retains his personal identity,
having the same personality and memories as when
he died.*¢

Reactivation? Life pattern? Life-force? Where are these
terms or ideas to be found in the Bible?

The “Life Pattern” — What is that?

According to their 1953 apologetics volume Make Sure of
All Things:

The life pattern is the personal life-long record
of the creature built up by his thoughts and by the
experiences in the life he has lived from certain hab-
its, leanings, mental abilities, memories and history.
It is also the register of the individual’s intellectual
growth and his characteristics, all of which make up
one’s personality.’

The life pattern is essentially one’s personality in some type
of data form. It is not “you;” rather it is information about you;
it is a record of your life. This record is stored on your brain, and
even in your blood.

Each one of us develops his own personality pat-
tern, and this is stored up in each one’s brain, also in
the blood to some extent.®

As an aside, this is also one of the original reasons the WT-
BTS gave for rejecting blood transfusions—they asserted that
one may receive bad personality traits from a blood donor:

The Watchtower Resurrection Fantasy
The million-dollar question: If your body is not raised, and
you have no soul or spirit which survives death, and if even the
so-called “life pattern” ceases to exist when you die, just how
are faithful JWs resurrected? Well, lucky for you, God has a sort
of “videotape” or data CD of your life pattern, which He dupli-
cates and “downloads” into a newly formed body.
God’s ability to resurrect. For the One with the abil-
ity and power to create man in His own image, with a
perfect body and with the potential for full expression
of the marvelous characteristics implanted in the hu-
man personality, it would pose no problem to resur-
rect an individual. If scientific principles established by
God can be used by scientists to preserve and later
reconstruct a visible and audible scene by means of
videotape, how easy it is for the great Universal Sover-
eign and Creator to resurrect a person by repatterning
the same personality in a newly formed body.?

In other words, God copies you! In his wisdom, he has cre-
ated a copy of your “life pattern,” which is your personality data
plus your experiences and memories, and he has kept it stored up
in the big hard drive of his brain. God merely has to download
a duplicate “life pattern” into the brain of your newly created
body and voila: “You” are back!

Here is the really cool part—your copy/clone now even re-
members being you, which in WT speak, makes him you!! But
is it “you?” No, it is just a copy! In fact, it is a copy of a copy!
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A copy is never the original! It may all be well and good for the
new “you”—who never actually lived or died; but what about
the old “you” who actually lived your life? The old “you” who
did all the hard work to earn eternal life for your clone? He/she
is forever gone!

The Great Xerox Caper

Even according to the WTBTS’s own dogma, the copy can-
not be “you” since, if you recall, ““you’ are your soul—which is
a combination of your body and your life-force, neither of which
survived your death!

The life pattern, even the original, likewise is not “you”; it is
just “one’s personality” or information about you. “Personali-
ties” cannot be resurrected; only bodies can be resurrected! And
information certainly cannot be resurrected!

Can you imagine the daughter, who wants her real Mommy
(the one she loves and lived with, and gave her birth), being satisfied
with this new “copy Mommy?” Oh, but of course, the “resurrected”
daughter never lived either! She is only a clone who has memories of
the real Mommy who once existed, but lives no more!

So even putting aside biblical objections, the resurrection
scheme of the WTBTS does not work logically. The life pat-
tern is only information that never lived or died; it cannot be
resurrected. The body is not resurrected. The soul is just a body
(which is not resurrected) and a life force (which is not even
personal); so the soul is not resurrected either. Sooooo, just what
is resurrected according to Watchtower theology? Bupkiss!

Questions to Ask JWs about the WTBTS

View of The Resurrection

e Are “you” no more than your personal information?

e Can data be resurrected from the dead?

e Is acopy the same thing as an original?

e If God can copy you after you are dead, he can easily
make a copy of you right now. If confronted with that
copy/clone right now, would you be willing to go out of
existence so that clone can live and supposedly be you?
Would you want him or her sleeping with your spouse
or cuddling up to your children, while you meekly go
“out of existence?”

e Will the Jesus you meet in Heaven (provided you
are one of the elite JWs who actually go to Heav-
en) be the same Jesus Who died for you on earth?
If he is a different Jesus, who never suffered and
died for you, why would you even care to meet
Him? (2 Corinthians 11:4.)

The Not-so-terrible Fate of the Wicked

What happens to evil people (mostly “unfaithful”” ex-JWs or
mass murderers) when they die? Are they “re-created,” “re-pat-
terned,” “reactivated,” or whatever? No, according to WTBTS
doctrine, they are “forgotten” by God. They got erased right off
God’s “hard drive” brain, and now they are nowhere. But here
is the interesting thing to remember: The wicked dead are essen-
tially in the same place —non-existence—as the faithful JW who
went door to door slaving for the organization for 65 or more
years! It’s just that the evil man has no copy/clone living out his
memories for him alongside the copies/clones of his family and
friends. J

The Million-dollar Question

What happened to the body of Jesus? The WTBTS has
taught many different scenarios regarding the fate of the Lord’s
physical remains; all of which are wrong. J

1. 1888 — “Our Lord’s human body was, how-
ever, supernaturally removed from the tomb;
because had it remained there it would have
been an insurmountable obstacle to the faith
of the disciples, who were not yet instructed in
spiritual things ...”%

2. 1923 — “How God preserved it from corruption
we may not know; we only know he removed
it,”22

3. 1930 — “As concerns the literal body in which
the Lord was crucified, this much may be said:
that God disposed of it according to his own
perfect knowledge, likely dissolving it into
dust ...”?

4. 1953 — “It was disposed of by Jehovah God,
dissolved into its constituent elements or at-
oms.”#

5. 2006 — “Itis hiddenin abroom closet at Brook-
lyn headquarters.”

Okay, so | made up that last one; but who cares! It’s

somewhere, and the WTBTS certainly hasn’t any idea of
where it went!

What really happened to the body of Jesus
according to the Bible?

Christians do know where Christ’s body is:

... He has risen, just as He said ... (Matthew 28:6,
NIV)

Mark 16:46 states that Joseph of Arimathea took HIM down,
wrapped HIM in the linen sheet, and laid HIM in a tomb. HIM
who? If Jesus had ceased to exist, then the body of Jesus was no
longer HIM! Picking up in Mark 16:6, the angel said, “HE has
risen.” HE who? HE Jesus, the One Who had been laid in the
tomb.

Hallelujah!

*The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (WTBTS) is the gov-
ernment or clergy of the Jehovah’s Witnesses
**Members of the WTBTS are called Jehovah’s Witnesses

*** A straw-man argument is easily knocked down, thus it is
used to make your argument seem reasonable.

Don and Joy Veinot are co-founders of Midwest Christian
Outreach, Inc., which is a national apologetics ministry and
mission to new religious movements based in Wonder Lake,
IL. He and Joy, his wife of 35 years, have been involved in
discernment ministry as missionaries to New Religious Move-
ments since 1987. Don is on the Board of Directors for Evan-
gelical Ministries to New Religions (EMNR), a consortium of
discernment ministries. In addition to being staff researchers
and writers for the Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc. Journal
and co-authors of A Matter of Basic Principles: Bill Gothard
and the Christian Life, they have been published in the CRI
Journal, PFO Quarterly Journal, Campus Life Magazine and
other periodicals. Don was ordained to the ministry by West
Suburban Community Church of Lombard, IL at the Garden of
Gethsemane in Jerusalem, Israel in March of 1997. They have
two adult children and two grandchildren.

—Endnotes on page 20
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for a field t - :
monastery in the nearby Saddleback Mountains. At that time, we
were working together on a discernment newsletter called The
New Age Alert and attended as part of our research. The field
trip was being promoted as an educational adventure to examine
the similarities and differences of two supposedly opposite ex-
tremes of religious expression. The tour guide was a lady who
was a long-time member of Robert Schuller’s Crystal Cathedral,
and she introduced herself as an aficionado of comparative reli-
gions.

The day started with a guided tour of the Crystal Cathedral
grounds after all of us met at the statue of Job in the courtyard.
Then after the tour of the most decadent, ostentatious, so-called
house of God on the planet (that’s another story altogether), we
boarded buses that took us on a short jaunt to the nearby wilder-
ness. A man with a shaved head, in a red robe, and a blank look
on his face greeted us. He told us not to concern ourselves with
the fact that we would be ignored by all the Vedanta monks, be-
cause they are in silence.

The red-robed automatons kept at their work on the beauti-
ful grounds of this gated cloister without glancing in the direc-
tion of this group of mostly trendy Orange County housewives
walking past. The blank stares on the faces of these men were a
bit unnerving for Janet and me. They gave us the creeps, quite
frankly. Their expressions now remind me of the cult leader who
led his 39 followers to suicide to catch a ride on the Comet Hale-
Bopp some ten years later.

The “holy man” who was our guide to the grounds led us
into a beautiful den with a fireplace and a large mahogany desk
upon which a vase of freshly-cut flowers had been placed. The
room was filled with books in built-in shelving and the furnish-
ings looked like a blast from the past of a bygone era. We stood
around in a circle as the monk gave us the history of the den.
He told us that this was the retreat of a famous author named
Aldous Huxley. Huxley had waited out World War 11 there as a
place to get-away-from-it-all, and as he tried (unsuccessfully)
to establish a religious college there. “After seven years, he
turned the property over to the Vedanta Society,” according
to a published report in the July 15, 2006 issue of the New York
Times. “They were trying to combine Eastern and Western
philosophy and religion but were ahead of their time,” said
Swami Tadatmananda, 70, who leads the monastery.

The monk pointed to a book that was on a side-table that
was next to me and said that it was one that Huxley wrote while

Thoms Merton:

By Jackie Alnor

he was there. | asked if I could pick it up, and he nodded. I can’t
recall the title, but the weirdest thing happened when | opened it.
It was as if some evil spirit shot out of it and encircled the room.
As it did, everyone’s stomachs rumbled loudly, one right after
another, except for Janet’s and mine. Janet confirmed that she,
too, could detect the swirling presence of this thing—it was felt,
not actually seen. At that point, all the Orange County house-
wives got uncomfortable because of their noisy tummies, and we
all made a hasty retreat out of that haunted den.

At that time, | didn’t know who this Aldous Huxley guy
was. However, his name would crop up from time to time in
my investigations of the rising New Age Movement dur-
ing the decade of the ‘80s. Many good Christian books were
written exposing the dangers of New-Age influences in the
Church; and by the decade of the ‘90s, born-again believ-
ers were pretty-much inoculated against Eastern Mysticism.

Huxleyis Inpuence on Thomas Merton

But now in the decade of the ‘00s, the latest craze in the
church today—known as the Emergent Church/Conversation
(EC)—is bringing a revival of Mysticism into Evangelicalism.
These EC leaders write books quoting the very Mystics—Ilike
Huxley—who in the past sought God in all the wrong places.
These books point Christians to the mystical practice of what
is called “contemplative/centering prayer” that was popularized
by one of Huxley’s contemporaries—the late Thomas Merton
(1915-1968). Merton was a Roman Catholic Trappist* monk and
an anti-war peace activist during the Vietnam War era. He was
a prolific writer who coined the term “centering prayer” to de-
scribe the style of mind-emptying meditation that seeks to empty
oneself and lose oneself into the void he interchangeably calls
“the life of the spirit” and Nirvana. He held to the belief that
all religions had the same basic truth, and Christianity could not
lay claim to the whole counsel of God. This put him on shaky
ground in his own religion that professes to be the “one true
church.”

One Merton biographer traces Merton’s affection for Mysti-
cism to Huxley.

In Merton’s own words, he held this Occultist Huxley in
high esteem. From his own journal entry of November 27, 1941,

Merton wrote:

I spent most of the afternoon writing a letter to Al-
dous Huxley and when | was finished | thought: ‘Who
am | to be telling this guy about mysticism?’ | reflect
that until | read his book, Ends and Means, four years
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ago, | had never even heard of the word mysticism. The
part he played in my conversion, by that book, was
very great. ... Ends and Means taught me to respect
mysticism. Maritain’s Art and Scholasticism was an-
other important influence, and [Wm.] Blake’s poetry. ...
Anyway, what do | know to tell Huxley? | should have
been asking him questions.?

The one thing Merton and Huxley had in common was an
interest in Mysticism and the Occult and both studied Eastern re-
ligions to learn their techniques of crossing over to the other side,
as it were. They opened many a door to evil spirits who gave them
the mystical experiences they longed for. The Hindu holy men
that they so admired are of the sort you might see on TV programs
such as Mysteries of the Unknown—the guys sitting on beds of
nails or piercing their cheeks with steel knives without feeling
any pain. And Merton was so fascinated by these “holy men” that
he even adopted the name “Rabbi Vedanta” as an alias. Several
months before his death, he wrote to a friend in California:

There will come some mail for me there probably
between now and 30™. This will include a mysterious
and mystic package addressed to Rabbi Vedanta, care
of you. Have no fear. ‘Tis only | under the beard.®

Merton’s friendship with Huxley spanned several decades
until Huxley’s death on November 22, 1963 (the same day that
President Kennedy was assassinated and

He apologized to his Sufi friend saying that it “contains many
foolish statements ... and reflects an altogether stupid igno-
rance of Sufism.” At that time, Merton thought that true spiritu-
ality existed only in the Roman Catholic Church. But as he toyed
with other religions, they soon got a grip on his mind and soul.
(cf. 1 Tim. 4:1)

In the same letter to Aziz (dated November 17, 1960), Mer-
ton offered the Sufi information on whom he considered Cathol-
icism’s number one Mystic. He wrote:

I might also refer you to the life of St. John of the
Cross ... which has some interesting pages on the pos-
sible influence of Sufism in the mysticism of St. John
of the Cross.®

Merton also made the claim that the Sufi Mystics worship
the same God as Christianity and all the religions. He wrote:

As one spiritual man to another, if | may so speak in
all humility, | speak to you from my heart of our obliga-
tion to study the truth in deep prayer and meditation,
and bear witness to the light that comes from the All-
Holy God into this world of darkness where He is not
known and not remembered ... May your work on the
Sufi mystics make His Name known and remembered,
and open the eyes of men to the light of His truth.®

Merton believed that the Sufi, Zen, and Vedanta monks all

the same day that C. S. Lewis died). As
Merton’s interest in Eastern philosophy
grew, he would keep his friend Huxley
up-to-date. In a letter dated November 27,
1958, Merton wrote to his friend Huxley
taking issue with his observation that the

The blank stares on the faces of
these men were a bit unnerving
for Janet and me. They gave us

shared in the same light as he did — and
I’m sure that is the case. After all, ...
Satan, himself, masquerades as an an-
gel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14), and they all
recognized that same so-called “light”
in one another. Merton even went so far
as to redefine the biblical feast of Pente-

use of psychedelics could be a shortcut to
transcendental experiences.

May | add that | am interest-

ed in yoga and above all in Zen,

which | find to be the finest ex-

the creeps, quite frankly. Their
expressions now remind me of
the cult leader who led his 39
followers to suicide to catch a

cost to suit the sensitivities of this Sufi
cleric. In a letter dated May 13, 1961,

Merton wrote to Aziz, | will “keep you
especially in mind on the feast of Pen-

ample of a technique leading to
the highest natural perfection
of man’s contemplative liberty.
You may argue that the use of a

ride on the Comet Hale-Bopp
s0me ten years later.

tecost, May 21, in which we celebrate
the descent of the Holy Ghost into the
hearts and souls of men that they may
be wise with the Spirit of God. It is the

great feast of wisdom.”” Merton actu-

koan [a puzzle with no logical so-

lution used in Zen Buddhism to

develop intuitive thought] to dispose one for satori [a
spiritual awakening sought in Zen, often coming sudden-
ly] is not different from the use of a drug. | would like
to submit that there is all the difference in the world,
and perhaps we can speak more of this later. My dear
Mr. Huxley, it is a joy to write to you of these things.*

Suy** Mysticism

By now you can see that Merton was a believer in all reli-
gions, —he created his own syncretistic brand of religion while
remaining under the authority of the Roman Catholic Church.
He gave equal attention to the mystical traditions within Catholi-
cism, Zen Buddhism, and Hinduism. But he was an equal-op-
portunity Mystic who was drawn to the common thread of ...
Satan’s so-called deep secrets ...” (Rev. 2:24) found in all the
world’s false religions—including his own. He even delved into
the mystical branch of Islam and corresponded for many years
with a Muslim Sufi cleric by the name of Abdul Aziz.

In November, 1960, Aziz had requested that Merton send
him one of his books called Seeds of Contemplation that he
wrote in 1949, but Merton was too ashamed to send it to him.

ally believed that these men who wor-
shiped false gods were given some great
wisdom by God, and that Pentecost is a holy day to celebrate a
“great feast of wisdom” given to all men regardless of what
god in whom one puts faith.

Merton confided in Aziz what he actually believed, know-
ing that his own church authorities probably would not approve
if they knew just how far he took it. In his January 2, 1966 letter
to the Sufi cleric, Merton revealed his heretical ideas of an im-
personal god.

My prayer is then a kind of praise rising up out of
the center of Nothing and Silence. If | am still present
‘myself’ this | recognize as an obstacle about which
| can do nothing unless He Himself removes the ob-
stacle. If He wills He can then make the Nothingness
into a total clarity. If He does not will, then the Nothing-
ness seems to itself to be an object and remains an
obstacle. Such is my ordinary way of prayer, or medi-
tation. It is not ‘thinking about’ anything, but a direct
seeking of the Face of the Invisible, which cannot be
found unless we become lost in Him who is Invisible.
| do not ordinarily write about such things and | ask
you therefore to be discreet about it. But | write this as

—Continued on page 10
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“Dark Thread” Continued from page 9
a testimony of confidence and friendship. It will show
you how much | appreciate the tradition of Sufism ... |
am united with you in prayer during this month of Ra-
madan and will remember you on the Night of Destiny.®

Another Way to Perfection

Merton was a prolific writer which was partly due to his
isolation in a Trappist monastery in Kentucky where his fellow
monks held to vows of silence. But Merton had a lot to say, and
he couldn’t share it with his fellow monks; so he corresponded
with religious leaders, including his friend the Dali Lama—a
man that many Buddhists believe to be an ascended master.***
Merton biographer Alexander Lipski wrote that “Merton
argued that Zen meditation shatters the false self and re-
stores us to our paradisical innocence which preceded the
fall of man.”®

Can Zen Buddhism really restore mankind to the innocence
that the biblical Adam and Eve enjoyed in the Garden of Eden?
If that were possible, then such men would not die, because it
was only when Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil that death entered into the human race (Rom.
5:12). The Zen restoration claim is tantamount to saying that Zen
meditation is the means for spiritual per-

manist who worshipped imagination and human reasoning.

William Blake influenced Merton’s choice of Catholicism
as the organizational structure in which to live out his brand of
spiritualism. Merton biographer Raymond Bailey documented
how this took place.

An important link in Merton’s thought is the work
of his master’s thesis, written in 1938. It was a study
of William Blake, whose ideas influenced both his the-
ology and his poetry ... Tom said that it was through
Blake that he had come to the Church and to Christ.
The thesis was an exposition of Blake’s philosophy;
indeed, it was an apologetic for the poet’s Christian-
ity. ‘As mystic,” Merton argued, ‘Blake belongs to the
Christian tradition of the Augustinians and the Fran-
ciscans.’ Already Merton was cognizant of similarities
between Christian and oriental mysticism. He called at-
tention to Blake’s acquaintance with Hindu philosophy.
He drew attention to ideas common to Blake and Meis-
ter Eckhart, in whose thought Merton was to develop a
vital interest during the sixties.*®

And yet, both Blake and Eckhart were steeped in the Oc-
cult and got their Mysticism from Hindu sources. Eckhart’s ideas
were considered heretical even by Catholic Church authorities,
because his teachings expressed a belief in pantheismt. And
Blake’s poetry is some of the darkest and

fection and justification, totally stepping
on the blood of Christ (cf. Heb. 10:12-
14). Thomas Merton might have truly
committed the unpardonable sin with this
heretical belief.

For it is impossible for those
who were once enlightened ... and
have become partakers of the Holy
Spirit, and have tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the
age to come, if they fall away, to
renew them again to repentance,
since they crucify again for them-
selves the Son of God, and put Him
to an open shame. For the earth

Alliance:

Norrison had believed that the spirit
of a dead Indian Shaman inhebited his
soul, nd he connected to the spirit out
there in the desert, “We had visions in the
degert,” she wrote of her and Norrison's
experiences in & book called An [nholy

most demonically inspired drivel one
could read. Like attracts like, no doubt.
Perhaps that is why the demonized lead
singer of the ‘60s group The Doors—Jim
Morrison—named his group after one of
Blake’s poems and chose dark sayings of
Blake’s to use in one of his songs.

The Doors’ Jim Morrison

The group’s name was taken from
Aldous Huxley’s book on mescaline,
The Doors of Perception, which quoted

William Blake’s poem, “If the doors of
perception were cleansed / All things

would appear infinite.” Morrison identi-

which drinks in the rain that of-

ten comes upon it, and bears herbs

useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing
from God; but if it bears thorns and briars, it is rejected
and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. (He-
brews 6:4-8).

Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will
he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God
underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he
was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of
grace? (Hebrews 10:29)

Many people today who have a fascination for contempla-
tive prayer and the writings of Thomas Merton run the risk of
following him into perdition.

Poet/Artist William Blake

Merton’s philosophy in life can be seen clearly in his admira-
tion of the poet and artist William Blake (1757-1827). Scripture
did not enter into Merton’s search for experiencing the Divine; it
was not sufficient for him. In fact, | have read all of his journals
and can count on one hand the Bible verses he quoted. The Word
of God did not factor into Merton’s life. He was basically a hu-

fied with Blake and:

... famously lived by an oft repeated quote from Wil-
liam Blake: ‘The road of excess leads to the palace of
wisdom.’ (from wikipedia)

Morrison once confessed that ‘We’re more interest-
ed in the dark side of life, the evil thing, the night time.’
(from geocities)

The last two lines of a Blake poem were incorporated into
The Doors’ 1967 song—*“End of the Night:”

Every morn and every night
Some to misery are born

Every morn and every night
Some are born to sweet delight.
Some are born to endless night.

Aformer girlfriend of Morrison’s (Nico) gave some insights
into his fascination with William Blake. In the late 60s, she used
to go out to the desert with him to use Peyote and see strange vi-
sions. Morrison had believed that the spirit of a dead Indian Sha-
man inhabited his soul, and he connected to the spirit out there in
the desert. “We had visions in the desert,” she wrote of her and
Morrison’s experiences in a book called An Unholy Alliance:

“It is like William Blake; he would see visions like
Blake did, angels in trees, he would see these, and so
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